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Taft’s Rubicon: The past few stirring days have witnessed Herbert Hoover hammering out a foreign 
program for Republicans and Senator Taft staging a belligerent invasion of what has been regarded as 
enemy (i.e., Eisenhower) territory. Indeed, history may record that, when the Senator crossed the 
Hudson, he set a course of decisive importance for his bid for power and of the greatest influence on the 
events of this campaign year. 


In the inner circles of the Taft general staff, it is known that the Senator brushed aside advice to 
avoid discussion of foreign policy in the great internationalist center of New York and to concentrate 
on the subject of corruption in government. Instead, he courageously grasped the nettle where it grows 
and thereby won an extraordinary ovation from the packed hall. It is agreed that his all-out attack on 
the Administration’s foreign policy drew the heaviest applause. 


This venture in New York and its swift success makes it certain—say observers who have so far with- 
held predictions on this subject—that the candidate from Ohio will follow a real, militant, “anti-me-too” 
strategy during the rest of his campaign. Such a strategy offers the best chance—indeed the only chance 
—for victory in the GOP convention and later in the general election. 


It is true that Taft refrained from going after the real heart of the enemy’s bastion in New York. 
He did not attack those internationalist financial elements who are fighting him. But that, say friends, 
will come later. One thing at a time. 


Last week, we reported how Eisenhower partisans among international financial interests were trying 
to put pressure on their debtors to back the General. This week, we can report that Taft followers are 
seriously discussing ways and means of defeating this type of political blackmail. 


A plan—we can now reveal—is being blueprinted which would provide help for businessmen har- 
rassed by internationalist bankers. A committee of independent businessmen, preferably in Chicago, would 
investigate such cases of political pressure and would find independent bankers willing to take over the 
loans of those subjected to this kind of treatment. 


It is pointed out that not all banking resources of the country are located in New York, that in Ohio, 
Illinois and California there may be found farseeing and independent financiers amply able to succor 
those desirous of running their own enterprises without political interference. 


Hoover’s Speech: In the past forty-eight hours, a wave of enthusiasm has spread through Capitol Hill. 
One member of Congress after another has hailed Mr. Hoover’s statesmanlike address, delivered last 
Sunday over a nationwide radio and television system, as the real statement of American foreign and 
military principles. Republicans say it should shape the GOP convention planks on these subjects; 
American Democrats took from the address inspiration to make a gallant fight for the same ideas in 
the Democratic convention. 


It is noted that the attempt of a New York Times headline writer to discredit this speech failed. 
The Times head gave the inference that Hoover wanted to pull all American troops out of Europe imme- 
diately. Actually, Hoover specified in his talk that he favored only a gradual withdrawal which 
respected military considerations. Indeed, this headline drew such criticism that the Times, in effect, 
backed down the next day in an editorial. 


Copyright 1952 by HUMAN EVENTS, INC. 
Published weekly at 1136 Eighteenth Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 








One important point in Hoover’s program received far more notice and discussion than the press 
reported. This was his demand that we revise our relations with the UN. “It [the UN] must not be 
allowed to dominate the internal sovereignty of our Government”, Hoover said. His words give added 
force to Senators who are fighting for drastic amendment of the Japanese Peace Treaty, now before the 
Senate for ratification. (On December 26 last, we revealed how Acheson and Dulles have been trying to 
sneak through, under a certain clause in the Treaty, general Senate approval of UN domination of the US.) 


Not only members of Congress, but also editors of newspapers and periodicals report strong senti- 
ment in their mail against the UN. Many who write in want complete U.S. withdrawal while others 
want drastic revision. In all cases, these correspondents express fear that membership in that body 
might impair our own laws and Constitution. Many lawyers mention the brave fight along these lines 
which has been carried on by the former American Bar Association President, Frank Holman. Congress. 
man Wood, of Idaho, who has introduced a resolution for withdrawal from UN, has been enthusiastically 
received by large audiences. 


Television in Washington: An interesting story, involving Mr. Herbert Hoover and television, is going 
the rounds in the Capital during the past twenty-four hours. It was announced last week in the newspapers 
that Mr. Hoover’s speech would be broadcast from New York and picked up in Washington on WTOP-TY 
at 1:30 Sunday afternoon, January 27. This is the CBS outlet in the nation’s Capital. WTOP is owned 
by the Washington Post, a strong supporter of the Administration foreign policy and a strong critic of Mr. 
Hoover’s views on this subject. pene 


On the eve of the broadcast, it became known that this hour would be devoted not to Mr. Hoover's 
talk, but to a local entertainment program. Now, whatever the motive behind this decision, whether it 
was politics in shutting off a viewpoint differing from that of the Post or the station director’s feeling 
that listeners would prefer a hillbilly songster to Herbert Hoover, the plain fact was that an important 
address by our only living ex-President was set aside in favor of a crooner. 


At this point, the Washington Times-Herald, opposition to the Post, entered the picture. Editor 
Frank Waldrop let it be known to the Post station that he was sending over a reporter to get the facts on 
what that editor thought was a significant story. Almost immediately, the television station managers 
began to “reconsider” (as Mr. Hoover would say). In less than a quarter of an hour, they announced 
that the song show had been withdrawn for that time and WTOP would run in its place the Hoover speech 
on. TV from New York as originally scheduled. And so it was.done. (The day after the speech, the 
Times-Herald joyously recorded the above particulars.) But whatever the motive—as we said—it was 
quite a story. 


Kefauver: The latest Presidential boom is completely synthetic. The symbol, “Daniel Boone from Ten- 
‘nessee”, has actually convulsed even those scribes who were told off to spread propaganda for Kefauver. 
The junior Senator from Tennessee has—as anyone who knows him could attest—nothing on the ball. He 
is simply the political creation of those Fair Dealers, and their stooges in the press, who want someone, 
almost anyone they can find, to try to stop Truman’s nomination. 


The phenomenon isn’t new hereabouts. The perennial boom for Justice Douglas is another example. 
However, the Justice does have some mental equipment. One of the comical spectacles at Washington 
dinner parties is the effort of Kefauver to live up to the role of the “fighting liberal” in which certain 
columnists have cast him. He has obviously memorized bits of Fair Deal terminology and slogans which 
he just as obviously fails to comprehend. The other role, that of a courageous and fighting muckraker, 
fits him just as awkwardly. It wasn’t diffidence which made him so reluctant to take the chairmanship 
of the Crime Committee last spring nor shyness which led him out of the position. It may be, the malicious 
suggest, he shrank from holding hearings on the situation in the sinful levee towns in Western Tennessee. 
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However, recalling the rise of the likes of Harry Truman, the Tennessean’ may now go far, or dt 
least farther than his backers privately expect. A Southern politico remarked to us that Northerriers may 
mistakenly assume that Kefauver would get the support of the South. That really bemuses a Southerner. 


_ An episode of several years ago is recalled. A caucus of Southern Senators was held to plan a fight 
against a proposed cloture rule. All Southern members of the Upper House were invited save. three: 
Kefauver, “Red” Pepper of Florida and “liberal” Graham of North Carolina. After the meeting, the list 
of those attending was given out to the press. None here assumed that the three were invited, or ever could 
have got invitations. Yet, the “courageous” Kefauver hastened to tell Tennessee newspaper ‘correspondents 
that he did not attend the caucus because he was out of town. 


The Hoosier Spirit: The citizens of Indiana, who won a battle last fall with the Federal Government 
on the issue of publishing relief rolls, again have shown their indomitable spirit—in the case of one Frank 
Hamilton, an instructor in the Indianapolis schools. Mr. Hamilton had been making public speeches 
uncomplimentary to British Socialism after spending a year in Britain as an exchange teacher ander’ the 
Fulbright Act. Hamilton and his wife had prepared an exhibit of rationed British foodstuffs to show ‘how 
the American way of life is better. Hamilton said Socialism “is doctored-up: Communism any - way. you 
look at it”. ‘ Be a 


For this utterance, retribution came. The British consul in Chicago read about Hamilton’s doings 
and got a letter of complaint to Commissar Oscar Ewing’ s Federal Security Agency, which administers the 
foreign student exchange program. A sub-Commissar, J. Horace Goldthorpe, wrote the Indiana , teacher 
demanding an explanation and warned that the Indiana school system might be excluded . from interna- 
tional teacher exchange. (Mr. Goldthorpe proudly sent a copy of his Jetter to the British consul. ) 


Mr. Hamilton not only did not back down, he went right out and launched another snide on British 
Socialism, revealing the particulars of the above episide. The /ndianapolis. Star played the story.for all 
it was worth (and in our opinion it was worth a great deal) on the front page. The seed also ran 2 a front 
page editorial which drew the real moral of the affair: ate? 


“Those school teachers, school administrators and.citizens who have been advocating Federal Aid 
to Education can see right here in this one simple instance what is in store for them if they ever. let 
the Federal Government and people like Oscar Ewing get their hands on the public. school adn of 
the United States.” 


California: Our San Francisco correspondent tells us s that Governor Earl Seni can no Jonger is. con- 
sidered as a serious contender for the GOP presidential nomination. This was the most definite conclusion 
drawn from the proceedings of the wordy, rancorous Republican meeting: in. the Golden Gate of two 
weeks ago. : 


Before the GOP politicos travelled west, it seemed possible that the “Me-Too” Republicans wére going 
to keep Warren in the picture as replacement in case Eisenhower failed them. ‘But that idea disappeatéd 
after the National Committee meeting on the Coast: For the first time, GOP party‘ léaders’ ‘from ‘the 
Middle West and East had a chance to obtain a correct view of the GOP situation in California: ' 


They discovered that the Republican Governor of California had won in the 1950 elections .in‘a state 
which is largely Democratic, not because his “Me-Tooism” was irresistible, but: because even:the most faith- 
ful Democratic voters could not stomach Jimmy Roosevelt and his left-wing friends. : « ,...-,.' - 


Red China: The Kremlin has plans for the complete militarization of China; te make it {Greater China” 
and the dominant military power of Asia according to Karl Von Weiguee, correspondent for Hearst 
Newspapers. 2 


Twenty million érained fighting men on land and in the air is said to be the target sét for’ China’ 8'500 
million inhabitants. This news offers a climax to. the record of Administration foreign policy in China— 





a policy which was aimed at ousting our friend, the Nationalist Government, and installing a Communist 
Government, on the ground that the latter would promote peace and “agrarian” democracy. 


' Mr. Von Weigand, perhaps the best informed of all foreign correspondents, writes from Europe and 
reveals that the above news comes from the remnants of the old German foreign military intelligence, 
Intelligence about Russia and China is still being gathered by the mysterious German General Gaelen, 
formerly chief of that section of the German General Staff known as “foreign armies—east.”” From Ger. 


man prisoners of war in Russia and other sources comes information which the specialists of the old general 
staff analyze and evaluate. 


This apparatus, Mr. Von Weigand says, “has been reorganized and built up in the past two years 
and is now more or less integrated into American military intelligence, which largely finances it”. 


Such is the intelligence service which now informs us that in the plan for a “Greater China”, the 
Soviet Empire is building a large-scale aircraft industry in Russian-held Manchuria. Many of the plants 
and industries taken away by the Russians in 1945-6 are now being brought back and rebuilt. “Man- 
churia”, says Von Weigand, “which at Yalta was conceded to Stalin by Roosevelt and Churchill as part 
compensation for Russia’s one-week war against Japan, is now the arsenal for the weapons used by the 
Communists against American soldiers in Korea.” 


“Pegged” Inflation: Before presenting his annual budget to Congress, President Truman discussed 
its principal features with a group of newsmen. The subject of bonds came up, and Economist Truman 
allowed that he was against last year’s accord reached by the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Board. 
As a result of that accord the Board had softened its policy of supporting long-term government bonds 
at face values. Investor Truman, back in the days following World War I, had lost twenty points on Lib- 
erty Bonds, thanks to market “operations”, and that experience of his early life had left an indelible im- 
pression on his mind; he was for protecting investors against such losses on government securities. 


But, the “pegging” of government bonds is an inflationary factor. (Mr. Truman is against inflation— 
witness his advocacy of wage-and-price controls.) Notwithstanding the theories of some monetary ex- 
perts, sooner or later bonds become monetized, one way or another, and the amount of currency in circu- 
lation is increased. It is a certainty, therefore, that by the time of maturity the purchasing power of 
the dollar will be less than it was at the time the bond was purchased. If the bond were allowed to 
find its value in a free market, the purchaser would take his loss in dollars. The “pegging” simply 


means that he takes his loss in purchasing power. It’s a case of heads-I-win-tails-you-lose, and no way 
of avoiding it. 


Book Front: We learn that Witness, the confessions of Whittaker Chambers, will be a true “giant”, 
running to about 800 pages. The Saturday Evening Post will soon run parts of the tome, but only parts, 
in. serial form... How much of this book will be devoted to the famous Hiss-Chambers story we have not 
yet heen able to ascertain. .But the book is scheduled for May publication (also, at the same time 


offered by the Book-of-the-Month Club). Those who have read the mss. refer to it as the “modern St. 
Augustine”. 


One sign of the times-is this: that while the work of an outstanding anti-Communist is being pub- 
lished by a top-rank firm (Random House) and by the Book-of-the-Month-Club, so well known a leftist 
writer as Howard Fast, formerly much sought after by the publishing world, is now being published 
by—himself. At least, we are looking at this moment at an advertisement of his new novel Spartacus, 
in which customers are told to send orders to Howard Fast at a P.O. box number in New York. 
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FREEDOM AND THE PRESS 


By Edna Lonigan 


F™ SOME REASON — perhaps the imprisonment of A.P. correspondent William Oatis, 
or the recent Government secrecy orders — the American press is belatedly aroused 


to the fear that it will soon be controlled by the State. 


The fear is real but the tense is wrong. We now have a “directed’’ press as we 


have a ‘‘directed” economy, and ‘‘directed” political parties. 


A “directed” press, like a “directed” economy, is one in which the experts in the 
strategy of power have discovered the commanding heights or key points, by which 
the whole can be controlled, have quietly seized them and therefore dominate the whole 
situation. An undirected or free press is one in which the members are completely 
free. They can not be coerced from any “key heights’, but either operate as individuals 


or set up private instruments of joint action to move as they decide. 


The faction of the Democratic Party now in power in Washington has been engaged 
since 1933 in a systematic attempt to capture the ‘‘commanding heights” from which 
they can redirect the flow of opinion through our newspapers, magazines, books, movies, 


television and radio. 


It is unfortunate that Americans have firmly fixed in their minds the image of red- 
coats smashing actual printing presses with their muskets, while an angry people rise 
spontaneously to drive the intruders away. Today’s popular dictatorships do not work 
that way. They seize the intangibles. RFC loans, allocation of newsprint, ECA pur- 


chase of magazine subscriptions, etc., do the work of the redcoats and do it better. 


The printing presses, the buildings, the profits of press and publishers, are in no 
special danger today. The new rulers desire only to redirect the stream of ideas flowing 
over the wires or through the presses, so that it carries what they choose. They have 
been brilliantly successful, not only in the military skill with which they have planned 
and executed their campaign, but also in the psychological skill with which they have 
“conditioned” the American people to accept each “little” change in the free press, 
before they moved on to the next step. 


Copyright 1952 by HUMAN EVENTS, INC. 
Published weekly at 1136 Eighteenth Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 





But freedom of the press is not the cherished personal possession of writers and 
editors only. It is.one of the essential political instruments without which the citizens 
of a nation cannot be the masters of their government. 


A nation can not be free, the people of a nation cannot be sovereign, unless they 
have an undirected press. When the press is directed, the nation has no real hope of 
free elections, no means to change the party in office, no ability to form a political 


Opposition to resist arbitrary power. 


: om FREE PRESS is, politically speaking, a press that “represents” the people, as a 

directed press represents the government. Peter Zenger* was important to the 
colonists because he signified the right of any citizen to start a publication for no reason 
except that he wished to do it. This is of much broader significance than freedom ‘for 
writers or publishers. The test of vitality in the free press is the rise of new papers, 
new books, new writers, to meet the need for expression of new opinions. It is the 


right of the press to grow and change which gives the people the ability to meet 
new crises. 


Present-day governments do not attempt to destroy established papers or writers, 
They seek to destroy the representative quality of all agencies for exchange of opinion. 

- The old agencies remain untouched, or even gain in readers and profits, but the new 
political ideas, the new feelings, the new movements, remain without a voice. The 


writers with new ideas are left without communication with their natural audiences. 


Once the growth of new and challenging opinion is stopped, it is easy, by a flood 
of carefully slanted news, a few financial carrots and a flick of the tax stick, to redirect 
the rest. There is nothing to see, nothing to hear, nothing to protest against. Nothing 
is so lifeless as an unpublished book, nothing so innocuous as an unpublished writer. 
No angry public will rise en masse to defend the freedom of a writer who has never 


been heard, or an idea never permitted to come to life. 


The press is truly free only if its constitutes a free and open market for new 
opinions, in which any writer may present his intellectual “wares” if he can find an 
audience that wishes to hear him; in which any citizen may find a spokesman for 
their views without permission, prohibition, fear or favor of those who control the 


government. 





* Peter Zenger, Editor of the New York Weekly Journal, was arrested in 1734, charged with libel by the 
Colonial Governor whom he criticized. The Court favored the Governor but Zenger’s counsel, Andrew Ham- 


ilton, made such an eloquent plea to the jury that they acquitted Zenger. This is the first historic decision 
affecting freedom of the press on American soil. 
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With a free press, every segment of the nation is “represented”. It can put forth 
its ideas in open competition in the market for ideas, and know that its opinions will 
stand or fall by one test only — their ability to win adherents in the open competition 


of ideas. 


A “representative” press performs the same political function as a representative. 
Parliament or Congress. It gives voice to all the many and varied opinions and pref- 
erences among the people, the test of liberty. A “directed” press gives the nation one 
voice — that of the rulers only. 


ital emerged as a political instrument in the struggle between the English 
Parliament and the Stuart kings. The Great Charter of freedom of the press was 
written by John Milton, one of the officials of the Parliamentary Party. 

The press gave the middle classes (the people without power) a body of intel- 
lectual “representatives” which only the King, the aristocracy and the clergy, had 
formerly possessed. It made possible a political philosophy and a political strategy 
representative of private citizens, non-power seekers. It gave solid reality to the concept 
of sovereignty of the people of the nation, by affording self-awareness and a means of 
communication to the people opposed to arbitrary power. 

The representative press also served as a bridge between the people and their 
political spokesmen in Parliament. It carried the statements of Parliamentary leaders 
quickly to the people, carried the support and encouragement of the people back to the 
Parliament. It gave to the Parliament a sense of the fierce tide of popular resistance 
to arbitrary government, an assurance that the nation would support the Parliamentary 


leaders in their struggle to re-establish liberty. 


The rise of a representative press, like the representative. Parliament, marked a 
great historic watershed. Before that time liberty and local government had survived 
among primitive tribes, in feudal isolation, or in city-states. The transition to large- 
scale peace and order was too often made by “empires” at the cost of local liberty and 
self-direction. The representative press, like the representative Parliament, made it pos- 
sible for local self-government and local liberty to conquer distance, and set up in 
England and America nations of imperial size and power and orderliness, as devoted to 
liberty and self-government as early Athens or Rome. 

No wonder newspaper editors, closest of all in the writing field to the great tra- 
dition, have been among the few articulate defenders of liberty during the slow cave-in 
of the American Republic. No wonder the recent piece in HUMAN EVENTS by 
Walter Trohan, ‘Decline of the Fourth Estate’, had the knell of a funeral oration. 


T Is EASY to see why the new oligarchy had to enmesh the press in its tentacles. It is 
easy to see how they did it, if one remembers their formula: to take over the 
commanding heights. Newspapers, book publishers, broadcasting companies, cannot 
operate without capital, access to markets, an “undirected” supply of workers, news- 
print or airwaves, and a sense of importance. Having plotted the key points, the 
political general staff plot a thousand battles for capture of one or another. They 
move forward on one front, now on another. They can lose hundreds of times. They 
know that the break-through will come somewhere, that they are certain to win. 


It is interesting to watch, for example, the curious things that are happening to 
newsprint alone, in a hundred unrelated directions. OPS price controls, allocations, 
control of imports, quotas for foreign markets, curious developments in Alaska, the 
strange scarcity of sulphur, and subsidies from the Voice of America; in these and 
many other apparently unrelated ways, the oligarchy pursues its campaign to encircle 
and then control what used to be the free press. 


Our chief concern however is with the effect of the directed press on a people 
habituated to representative organs to express ard shape public opinion. The free press 
(in all its forms) knits together the middle classes, the people without office or rigid 
organizations, so that they become a society and not a mass, so that they have political 
unity and strength, ability to cope intellectually with change and growth. 


But, as the free press is captured, and harnessed, the Nation disintegrates. The 
State grows in self-confidence and power; the people, like Samson, eyeless in Gaza, 
grope but cannot see. They feel but cannot reach out to find their friends, or identify 
their enemies. They think but cannot reduce their thoughts to a few well-organized 
opinions which can be transmitted into common action. They do not hear their repre- 
sentatives in Congress. Congress, hearing no reply, thinks the people do not care. 


The citizens may seethe with the bitterest hatred for the faction in power, and their 
money grabbing minions. They may be deeply angered by the conduct of war or 
neglect of national security. They may rise up to do honor to a returning hero who 
voiced their feelings against traitors and bunglers in office. But they will never organ- 
ize a political opposition without a free press. 


The Opposition Party, immersed in the same corroding atmosphere as the people 
of the Nation, will slowly disintegrate, or be captured from within by the ever alert 
masters of the arts of power. A “leader” may rise in desperation to express the people’s 
fury but, as in Italy and Germany, he will express only the lowest common denominator 
of their passions. The means for rational organization have been destroyed. 

Must the American people and the American press sink under this drugging of our 
minds which has reduced us to the level of opium eaters? No, they can end it, when- 
ever they deprive the new rulers — the directors of our economy and press — of the 
money by which they have grown so great. 
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